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throat-latch, and he should show it to the Tibetan as a
proof that I ordered him to give up the beast, he would
undoubtedly do so. I replied that, while I doubted the
power of my cttirhs&n to get back his property, I would
lend it him; so, twisting around it a little wool on which
I put some wax, impressed with my seal, I handed it to
him, and he left in high spirits.1 The poor fellow came
back the next day with the tassel but without the horse,
aud said that he could do nothing more to get possession
of it, for the Abbot said he had no power to help him.

A few years ago a band of about a hundred Tibetans
made a raid on Shang, seized a lot of stock and goods
a-nd made a rush for the mountains, near the Tosun-nor.
Some Chinese traders who were there at oiice resolved to
follow them. They got about fifteen Mongols to accom-
pany them ; caught up with the Tibetans; killed several,
and repossessed themselves of all the raided property.
Although this should have shown the Mongols that by
united and prompt action they could resist and even con-
quer their old enemies, it did not have that effect, and
they have not since then withstood the Tibetans, who, not
discouraged by this defeat, have kept on spoiling them.

While at Shaug I traded off my camels to the Abbot
for ponies, and, for the first time in my life, I got the bet-
ter of a man in a trade, and then only unintentionally :
the day alter I had turned over my camels, the seemingly
best one died. I had been obliged to abandon another
camel in the desert, near the Shara gel, but I found some
traders at Tsu-hu who were confiding enough to give me
a pony for that one, which they thought they could find

^Theso tassels are used only by    mode of delegating authority referred
Tmbtery officers in Ghina, and by all    to  is   in   constant   use   in   these
in Mongolia and Tibet.   The    countries,